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of the land of the whole village, and each year the
zemtchina designated the portion of land which
each peasant was to work; the pasture was always
a commune pasture.

Until 1911 or 1912, this method of farming was
practically the only one in use throughout Russia.

Stolipin, one of the ablest ministers of the czar's
regime, considered this situation a menace to
despotism, because it provided too fertile soil for
all sorts of revolutionary and socialistic theories,
and promulgated a rule to break up the obsJdna
and to create individualistic farming, with the ob-
ject of destroying a system whereby the peasantry
did not act or think except as part of a collective
group.

Stolipin's plan was not carried out. The orig-
inator was assassinated while he was attending a
theater in Kiev, and the World War, coming
immediately afterward, prevented the accomplish-
ment of his project. When the Bolsheviks over-
threw Kerensky's regime and took over the govern-
ment, they found only a small percentage of the
Russian farms individually owned and run.

At the time of the promulgation of the five-year
plan in 1928, Stalin made a drive against the
kidaks and put the peasants on the kalkhozi, or